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The Dust Will Never Settle by Mukul Deva, of Lashkar series fame, takes us from cross-border
terrorism to another war theatre. India is brokering peace between the Israelis and the
Palestinians, and diplomats and intelligence experts from the two warring nations, and also
from the US, Britain, Saudi Arabia, and other Arab nations have come to Delhi to be part of the
process.

Osama bin Laden has been killed, leaving a vacuum that the Lashkar-e-Toiba is eager to fill. If
any one has reason to disrupt the talks, it is Ruby Gill, on a sabbatical from M16 after being
found emotionally not fit. Her mother had been a firebrand Palestinian woman who, driven by
ideology, had moved away from her Indian husband, Ravinder Singh Gill, but has convinced
her daughter that it was he who had abandoned them.

Will Ruby’s conscience remain clear enough when she, with the Qassam Brigades, will launch
a frontal attack on the delegates who are being protected by her own father, who heads the anti
terror forces?

The Dust Will Never Settle
by Mukul Deva
Harper Collins Publishers
Rs.299
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