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Terror is a two-sided tale

The books are just beginning. That the terror attacks would spawn a number of books is
no surprise. While a series of books is beginning to examine the hows and whys of the
attacks itself, others are looking at reasons why such tragedies arise at all — why
humans become ready to hurt and kill each other, using the pretexts of religion

“NIA 1s an
imperative need”

That the nerve centre for
a ket o recent terror
ottocks, m¢ just (n
India, but glodally, s
Pukistan & theory with
Sairly wide acceptance. It
is no surprise that
Mukul Deva, whose
first novel, Lashkar was
wrilten n resposse o
2005 bomnbings im Delhi,
recurns to the subject of
terror in his next povel,
Salim Must Dic. Suman
Twnddar understands the kind of effort
required to get the thoery and research
right for this emerging cotegory of Indion
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write a sequel? What
aspects of continua-
tion did you have to
take care of?
Writing a soquel &
never casy, expocially,
when you want to
take the bar up higher
with each successive
book and want to ensure you maintain
the pace every year. A multi-book serics
moant you have to ensure that oven the
characters continue behaning in o maan-
er keeping their basic peofile and evolv
ing as events shape their pervonalities,

You have said in the past that the
2005 bombings in Dedhi led you to
write Lashkor. How do you view
the sitvation having  developed
since then?
The situation has developed [n peetty
much the same manner as has boen
written about in Salte Must Die — many
of the things mentioned in it are
(unfortunately) on the verge of
becoming real ssues.
Also pertinent to note that cvents,
in Pakistan, are moving too
rapidly for anyoac to keep pace with. For
cxample - can anyope tell when
the nukes In Pokistan will fall into the
wrong hands?

Force 22 is secing a real life paralle] —
aanioulmthizmllowdom
think this will help in tackling terror?
Force 22 is not the parallel to the NIA/
NSA. If you have read about the National
Intelligence Command that | created in
Saliem Must Die o year back you will sec a
stantling similarity to the NIA. Foeve 22 is
a fictional military anm that responds 1o
events just beyond the purview of the

L O
BN

regular forces.

The NIA Is an impe-
rative noed of the hour
and should, omce
peoperly implemented
and fully functional, go
a bong way in maling
India safer.

Pakistan is undoubtedly the new nerve
centre for terrorism — where ks the doubt
in that. This s a natural consequence of
the fact that for three decades now they
have viewed or nurtured terror groeps as
‘Mrategic assets.”

No, India Is certainly not polsed to
handle a noclear, chemical or biological
terror attack. Not f countries are for
that matter. This should be of no solace
to us since most other countrics are ot
50 prone to terror attacks as we are.

How can security be made more
adequate for common people?
Inbnd kmﬂbtlmb&unonolpolkr

importantly political mll and the need
for our political lcadenship to segregate
religion and politics and them far
apart. Playing to the vote and
plying  divibive politks will oaly
enbance these peoblens,

Alto given the global dimensions of
terror, can it be tackled by individual
nations without coordination with
cach other?

No, the community of world nations have
to &t in tandem and abways keep the
long-term view firmly in mind, Then caly
we can hope to solve this problem.

It is unusual for a writer of ‘thrillers' to
feel passionately about his books?
1 am passionate about everything that |
do — is there any other way to be? And
yes, | do believe that passion always
fends an undeniable odge to whatevet
we do,

How much fresh rescarch did you have
to do for Salitm Must Dic?

Saltm Must Dée took me an additiona)
cight months of rescarch — in addition to
the cight months plus that | had already
pat in for Lashiar,
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*Rabba raham ki, Ab sur bardasht nahin bota.” That was what the
commandos heard oo the maming of Nowember 29 a3 the £60-hour
standol! 3t Mumbar’s Tof hotel was nesding its end. 26/7 1 Mombal
Altacked ks a look by pemarily joumalists 3t the events in & effort of
make sease of the tzagedies that uedoided ia those doys.

The book, dedicated 10 the security personnt! who kost their lives in
the attacks, 3i50 begien with bref homages to some of them,

the humans within the endorms, looking at the families helt
10 tackle the gaps. It peeces together the vancous stages and locativns
of the attacks, filing up the gaps by follow up research and intenviews.
Eyewitness accounts also supplement the text. a5 well as look at the

Lashiar¢-Toi headquarters in Mundke, Pakistan. These are
transtripts of conversations between the terorists and thelr handiery,
which makes for chiling reading, There ks akso the first >
report from Ajmal Kasab. Signficantly. it also beings out the secunity
Lapses that occurred, looking at the way the different seconty agencies
had almast ol of the relevant infomsation, but the dots were not joined
a5 there was oo one to do it.

MORE TALES

Sanjey Sonswani's book, Mumbei 26/1 1 {Bhacat Book House), in
Macathi, was the first one 10 be released.

26/11: The Attack on Mumbai Ry 225) has eeporters from
Hindustan Times trackiog the eveots of 26/11 33 they unfolded ot the
vorious venoes. it has their dispatches, commentaries, profles and
colirmns published during the siege and its aftermath.

The next few months are scheduled 10 see many other books, both on the
terror ealesshed on Mambal and coping with different forms of teeroe

For 3n incredibly hospitable country that India b, it Slmost
becomes sacrilegous to write aboot cortaln subjects —
incloding conversion, nun-rapes and Evangelist missions.
Looked at theoogh Godda's eyes, Amvity Kumar's Damage
looks at hate crimes, especially, other commemity that has
boen at the recewving end of brutal attacs — Chestans,
Guddy’s interfaith maniage does not go dowan well with her
mothet Beatrice, who damherits het. 8at Gudda's mariage
disintegrates and she is forced to go back to her mother’s
house. WMMM bt is sawilling to
oosly. Mer sisters, Gudda wants to get
back her shace of the inheritance, are bess than polite,
The toae is sombee, the rebef infrequent, the truths
often uncomioctable.

Mearowrhile, 33 she tries 10 give meaning to ber bleak ke,
she discovers Bnks 10 her faenily’s past that hod been kept
hidden from hee A look at India’s fragile seculse fabeics,
constantly undet theeat from fundamentalesm of diering
hues Dot similar effects Sor ity victinys — devastation,

Harsh Mander's Fear and Focgiveness: The Aftermath of Massocre
(Neopuin, Ry 2295) looks at setold sSocies of fath 334 couage that endired
arvidit the Sear aodd hase in Gajarat. Of Dbueagi sod Babubien Thalar who
shaltered 110 Musliens for Sen days in thew bome; of Rardbai Adwasi who
resiceed by Mushen neighbonr’s toof Ia the face of kocal oppanitica.



